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THOUGHTS FOR THE SOUL
Light and Dark
I like stormy weather. A fond childhood memory
is sitting on the long front porch of our home in
rural Berks County in the midst of a thunderstorm.
The flashes of light in the darkness, the roll of
thunder, the howling wind—unite to produce both
awe and fear. Among other destruction, down came
power lines and out came the flashlights and
candles.
Candle light is both illuminating and comforting.
One candle can seem very bright when the darkness
is intense. When several candles are lit, a room
takes on a glow that seems to push the darkness
away, even though the darkness still surrounds us

and takes the space captive as soon as the candles
are extinguished.
Light is one of the most prominent images in
scripture. Given the centuries long ago when the
Bible was written, we aren’t talking about rural
electric lines. Candles and oil lamps were the daily
source of light to push away the darkness.
So it’s not surprising that “light” has assumed
such prominence among Christian symbols. One of
the best known is this verse from Psalm 119: “Your
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
In John’s gospel (8:12) Jesus announces, “I am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but will have the light of
life.”
As we approach the longest night of the year
during the Advent season, the Word as the light,

Jesus as the light, and Jesus as the Word all tumble
together to communicate that Christ’s coming
brings new light to the darkness of the world.
Richard Rohr offers a poetic perspective on the
Light coming into the darkness.
“Christian wisdom names the darkness as
darkness and the Light as light and helps us learn
how to live and work in the Light so that the
darkness does not overcome us.
“If we have a pie-in-the-sky, everything is
beautiful attitude, we are going to be trapped by the
darkness because we don’t see clearly enough to
separate the wheat from the chaff.

Annual Meeting Reports
As in years past, if you are the head of an
organization or committee within our church, you
are requested to submit a report of the past year's
activities or events for the Annual Report. It is
asked that you submit your report to the church
office (carversvilleucc@gmail.com) by January 4 so
that all reports can be compiled. If you can submit
your report electronically it is most helpful to Chris
as it does not need then to be retyped. Please send
your reports to the church office in Cambria font or
in Times New Roman. Do not use any fancy
formatting as it is time consuming to retype.

“Conversely, if we can only see the darkness and
forget the more foundational Light, we will be
destroyed by our own negativity and fanaticism, or
we will naively think we are completely apart and
above the darkness.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation with
this deadline.

“Instead, we must wait and work with hope
inside of the darkness, even our own—while never
doubting the light that God always is. . . . That is the
narrow birth canal of God into the world—through
the darkness and into an ever-greater Light.”

There will be Sunday morning worship as usual on
December 26 at 10 a.m.

A Reminder

Rohr observes elsewhere, “The darkness of this
world will never totally go away. I’ve lived long
enough [as many of us have] . . . to know that
darkness isn’t going to disappear, but that, as John’s
gospel says, ‘The light shines on inside of the
darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it’
(1:5). This is our own belief in paradox and
mystery, the Christian form of yin/yang.”
God coming to us, God among us, God within
us—we hear these words a lot during the Advent
and Christmas seasons. They all evoke a certain
mystery, even though many people assert they don’t
point to anything that’s “real.”
Our celebrations at this time of year remind us
that the Light is always available to us. God calls on
us to receive that Light so Christ can shine through
us into the darkness and storms of the world.
Rohr quotes adapted from Richard Rohr, Preparing for Christmas with
Richard Rohr: Daily Meditations for Advent (Franciscan Media: 2008), 2224, located at
https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041259

Hark the Herald Angels Sing!
Plan to join us for our joyful Christmas Eve Service
on Friday, December 24, beginning at 7 p.m. Music
will be provided by Rebecca Simpson-harpist, Nick
Camorote-soloist, and Lynn Bullock- organist. Rev.
Robert E. Fogal, pastor, will deliver the Christmas
message. This will be an in-person service and it is
strongly recommended that everyone wear a mask
as there will be congregational singing of hymns
and carols. Be considerate of your friends and
neighbors worshipping that evening as we celebrate
Christ's birth. The service will also be livestreamed.

Planning is Good!!
The pandemic has impacted all congregations in a
variety of ways. As the pandemic has continued and
we are becoming accustomed to a new “normal,”
CUCC members gathered on October 30 to launch a
strategic planning process.
We say “strategic” not to suggest an elaborate or
complicated effort. Rather, we are taking time to
reflect on who we are as a congregation at this time
(in light of several historic circumstances that now
include the pandemic), assess our strengths, and
develop our priorities as a church for the next few
years.
With the entire congregation invited to participate,
Rev. Dale Davis led us through a number of
exercises that helped us look at ourselves by . . .
 identifying aspects of our life together over the
years that we are proud of as well as what we
are sorry about;
 exploring what aspects of our congregation we
may want to “put into a suitcase” and carry into
the future; and
 recognizing what trends in the world-at-large
will have an impact on our church’s future.
Energized by the October discussion, members will
enthusiastically gather again in mid-January for the
next phase of the planning process.

washcloths), granola bars, a ball for each child,
Matchbox toys for boys, hair ties for girls, Tootsie
Pops, crayons, and peppermints. The packages
were delivered to the school by UPS on November
12th.
When the school staff distributes the stockings at
Christmas time, it will be the first time the Navajo
children will receive a stocking!! Children will also
receive a bar of soap, a coloring/activity book and
colored pencils that were previously transported by
van to the school. Jump ropes were also sent by van
for each girl.
This outreach has been heartwarming and would not
have been possible without the generosity of our
congregation and friends of the church. Thank you
for helping make a difference in the lives of
children in need at Tohaali.
Our outreach doesn’t end there, however. As our
relationship continues with Americans for Native
Americans (ANA), we will use our mission funds to
supply clothing for the children. Tohaali’s staff
identifies children in need and notifies Mary Lee
Reiff, Chairperson of ANA, of that need. She
maintains an inventory in Doylestown of basic
clothing such as underwear, and will notify me
when that inventory needs to be replenished. Watch
for more information about our ongoing children’s
clothing mission in future newsletters.
Gratefully,
Barbara Burger, Mission Chairwoman
OUR HEARTFELT THANKS

The Outreach Continues!
The congregations’ blessings, warm wishes, and
love were enclosed with 90 Christmas stockings that
we filled on November 7th with surprises for
students in Kindergarten through 8th grade at
Tohaali Community School in Newcomb, NM.
Surprises included personal items (toothbrushes and

Barb Burger is our Missions chairwomen and she is
passionate about helping the Native American
children at Tohaali Community School in New
Mexico. Under her efficient leadership and the
congregation’s loving support, we have sent
huggable blankets, needed school supplies and the
children’s very first Christmas stockings to Tohaali.
Think of the smiles these simple items brought to
those children. Thanks, Barb, for making these
smiles possible!

MODERATOR’S MINUTE
CANNING JARS

BRIARLEAF  DEC  2021
PARTY PLANNING
“Waiting until Christmas is the Longest time of
year,
It seems as though old Santa Never will appear!”
Briarleaf continues to remain closed to all visitors,
but we still reach out once per month with a
‘Shower of Cards’ to remind the residents that they
are not forgotten. Thanks go out to Jan Heebner for
this month’s cards.
Our project to make 30 stuffed stockings for our
annual Holiday
Party gifts for the
first Sunday in
January continues.
We are on the
home stretch,
thanks to pledges
during November.
Thank you, Lynn Simpson!! We now have a total of
10 pairs of colorful socks to add to our 30 holiday
pins, 30 gift bags, 30 tissue packs, 30 small
notepads & 30 pens, and 30 small stuffed animals.
If you are so inclined, we WELCOME DONATIONS OF
THE FOLLOWING:
WARM SOCKS FOR MEN OR WOMEN, AND/OR LIP
BALM.
If you would like to participate or to write a short
note to a Briarleaf resident on behalf of Carversville
UCC, contact Catherine Halper chalper@aol.com
or just drop them off at the church office by the 15th
of the month.

“Called into service
once more from the past
as food now again
is preserved under glass
a hot water bath
to ensure a good seal
holding the contents
for a mid-winter meal
- by Charlie Parant

I am continuing to explore the boxes that relatives
left behind at their lives’ end. Just as I was amazed
at the amount of paper that had been squirreled
away, I am equally amazed by the number of
canning jars and lids. I had to confine myself to
keeping only those jars that were unique and
donated countless boxes to the local thrift store.
As I washed and packed the jars and various lids, I
considered the role that glass canning jars have
played in my own life.
I remember long sweltering summer days picking
black currants for liqueurs and jams – each day for
several weeks the bushes had a new crop ripen
ready for the glass jam jars with silver lids that were
filled with warm jam and topped with paraffin wax.
(I also found two blocks left in their tissue wrap
with the maker’s name stenciled in blue.)
In an old shed, I found my mother’s oak cabinet
with sliding glass doors to store her hand-blown
liqueur glasses. I remembered when I was five, she
took a night woodworking class at the local high
school to build that cabinet. It was such a novelty
for a woman to build something that even then I
was aware of her unique outlook.
I found a whole case of blue Crown jars with metal
bale lids that my grandmother had kept filled with
pickles and crabapples preserved in syrup with
whole cloves. At its height, the peach tree in our
back yard yielded 8 bushels. Not my favorite – it
was my job to scald & skin the peaches. The fuzz
made my arms itch for hours.
But the prize jar was an old Anchor Hocking bale
jar that must have been my great Grandma Sloane’s.
It dated to 1852 and listed for $58 on eBay.
Catherine Halper

WHAT’S THE BOOK GROUP
DOING?
from Sue Wulf
Our November gathering seemed like the good old
pre-covid days eating delicious food made by Jackie
in her beautiful new kitchen! To make the day even
better, Debbie Furst and Barb Gunn joined the
group. We enjoyed a lively discussion using
questions posed by The Lincoln Highway author,
Amor Towles. We all agreed he did a wonderful
job developing the characters and tying them all
together for a surprising ending.
Thinking ahead to the new year, our January book
will be The One Hundred Years of Lenni and
Margot by Marianne Cronin. We’ll meet at Chris
Ochadlick’s on Monday, January 10, at 9:15 am to
share our thoughts about the book Looking for
another book to put on your list for Santa? In
February we will be reading and discussing Defying
Jihad by Esther Ahmad. Love to have you join us.
Happy reading!

A SPOOK-TACULAR JOB
from Sue Wulf
Your response to our Trick-or-Treat collection of
kids’ snacks for the Doylestown Food Pantry was
wonderful. We collected almost 150 pounds of
“healthy carbohydrates” so kids can enjoy a school
snack. Many thanks, little church with the BIG
heart!

TROOP 64
Troop 64 has had a successful, fun packed fall.
Most recently the Scouts participated in a "skills
weekend" where they practiced orienteering in
preparation for the Klondike Derby to be held in
January at Camp Ockanickon. At the last Derby,
one of our patrols placed 3rd in the competition so
we are hoping for a repeat! The Troop also went on
a 15 mile biking trip a few weeks ago and all had a
great trip. We also held an open house last month
in the hopes of recruiting some new members and
were fortunate enough to add three new Scouts.
We would like to thank all of the church members
who purchased wreaths/garlands from the Troop
this year. Your support of our Troop means so
much to us. Thank you! Happy Holidays to all.

Cost of Prayer Blanket Supplies
There is a continuous need by the Chaplains’ office
at Doylestown Hospital for knitted or crocheted
prayer blankets that are provided to patients. The
blankets provide comfort and warmth as they are
wrapped around patients’ shoulders.
The term “blanket” can be misleading as they are
actually a very wide, long scarf. Guidelines from
the Chaplain’s office are for blankets to measure
30” wide by 54” in length and can be any loosely
knit or crocheted pattern or color. When knitting, 3
hanks of slightly bulky yarn and size 11 to 13 size
needle can produce these measurements.
A wide selection of yarn, often on sale, is available
at Jo-Anns in Warrington. Those who are interested
in making a prayer blanket should purchase supplies
and forward receipts to Barbara Burger, Missions
Coordinator for reimbursement from Missions
funds. Barbara will deliver completed blankets to
the Chaplain’s office.

PRAYING HANDS

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Rev. Robert E. Fogal, PhD.
Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. ~ 3:00 p.m.
and by appointment.
Email: pastorfogal@gmail.com
Cell phone: 610-945-4955
Lynn Bullock, Organist
Email: lynnbullock8@gmail.com
Cell phone: 215-260-1569
Chris Ochadlick, Office Admin.
Office phone: 215-297-5166
Email: carversvilleucc@gmail.com
Catherine Halper, Church School Supt.
Cell phone: 215-285-0551

Here is a list of those who would benefit from
receiving cards. We encourage you all to reach out
to these people as it will mean a lot.
Card List for December
Jim and Nancy Hale- 657 Spring Valley Road,
Doylestown, PA 18901
Pearl Howard - c/o Future Care Chesapeake, Room
208, 305 College Parkway, Arnold, MD 21012
Jim & Sally Seeton- 1850 Lower Mountain Road
West, Furlong, PA 18925
Gordon Keckeissen- 555 N. Broad St., #508A,
Doylestown, PA 18901
Jack King- 2851 Tampa Road, Palm Harbor, FL
34684

Email: carversvilleucc@gmail.com
Website: CarversvilleUCC.org
Facebook.com/carversvilleucc
3736 Aquetong Road, PO Box 26
Carversville, PA 18913
Office phone: 215-297-5166

Peace on Earth

CUCC FAITH FORMATION
“UNCOVERY” PART III
“God is present,
but we’re not present to Presence.”
― Richard Rohr
During the final weeks of the Season after Pentecost
this year, we have been writing about the ancient
tradition of Teshuva – the biblical process of
“Return to God” as a continuous path of recovery
and discovery: an “Uncovery” of the best in us.
We now transition to the Season of Advent – a
month of expectant waiting and preparation for both
the celebration of the Nativity of Christ at
Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second
Coming. This is a natural time to focus both inward
to our present life and outward to experience the
Presence of God.
The readings for the 2nd Sunday in Advent include a
passage from Malachi – a book written after the
Jews were allowed to return from exile in Persia to
Jerusalem. Official policy toward God’s people
continued to burn hot and cold in turns. The people
had external opposition and become morally and
religiously lax. Malachi looks forward to a time
when God will send a Messiah.
“My messenger before me … will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in
righteousness.”
– Malachi 3:1-4
On the third Sunday of Advent, we travel further
back in time to the 8th Century BC when the
Northern Kingdom (Israel) was invaded by
Assyrians, who then wreaked havoc in Judah to the
south. Several generations of rulers in the Southern
Kingdom (Judah) became corrupt. The prophet
Zephaniah (the only prophet with royal ancestry)
speaks amidst a religious revival triggered when a
lost copy of the Writings of Moses was found.
“On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not
fear, O Zion; don’t let your hands droop down”
– Zephaniah 3:14-20
Hands are probably the most symbolized part of our
anatomy – they differentiate primates from other
mammals and symbolize strength and dexterity. By

cautioning us to not allow our hands to droop,
Zephaniah encourages us to remember God when
things seem darkest.
The final Sunday of Advent brings us a psalm
considered to be one of the National Hymns of
Judah, pleading for God to come back, reminding us
of the shining face of Moses after he communed
with God and came down the mountain with two
tablets of laws.
“Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we
may be saved.”– Psalm 80:3
When we have endured the darkest day of 2021 on
December 21st, we read the Christmas Eve readings
that include this appropriate verse from Isaiah (yet
another book written during the Assyrian invasion.)
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness on them light has shined.”
– Isaiah 9:2
The Christmas season reminds us that whatever has
us “captive” throughout the year is illusion.
“Wherever you are and whatever you are doing,
pause from time to time and relax your mind.”
― Richard Rohr
Our experience will be shaped by random
annoyances unless we let our challenges refine us.
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach
and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God.” Colossians 3:16
The last Sunday of the Christmas season reminds us
of the rich rewards of a life spent seeking God and
allowing that search to form our habits and
occupations.
“… in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. “
– John 1:4
Catherine Halper
FAITH FORMATION STORIES & READINGS
DATE
ADVENT
12/05/21 Malachi 3:1-4: Refiner & Purifier
12/12/21 Zeph. 3: Let not your hands be weak
12/19/21 Psalm 80:1-4: Restoration
CHRISTMAS
12/24/21 Isaiah 9:2-7: Light in Deep Darkness
12/26/21 Col. 3:12-17: In-dwelling Word

