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“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fear and Faith 
 

I have not yet encountered anyone during this 

pandemic who is totally without fear. A person who 

is totally devoid of fear or anxiety is an aberration. 

We occasionally view folks in these terms: if they 

aren’t worried, they don’t know what’s going on! 

Many Christians calm their fears and anxieties by 

believing that everything that happens fits into God’s 

plan for them in some way. Their faith challenge, 

therefore, is to understand God’s purpose for their 

individual lives. 

Others manage fear by focusing on facts. I learned 

recently of a firehouse sign that declared, Facts—Not 

Fear. Facts alone don’t calm all fears, however. And 

in the search for facts, we often define subjective 

perspectives that reflect any number of personal 

biases and prejudices as “fact.” 

The mid-20th century theologian Paul Tillich 

challenges such presumptions of confidence—that 

God (or someone) ultimately and always controls 

everything. Tillich observed that doubt is an essential 

part of faith. If our faith doesn’t provoke moments of 

doubt, he believed, we aren’t taking our faith 

seriously.  

 

In Matthew 14:22, we read the story of Jesus 

sending his disciples on their way across the Sea of 

Galilee. En route they encountered strong headwinds 

and waves that battered their boat about.  

“Very early in the morning Jesus came to his 

disciples, walking on the lake. When the disciples 

saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified and 

said, ‘It’s a ghost!’ They were so frightened they 

screamed. 

“Just then Jesus spoke to them, ‘Be encouraged! 

It’s me. Don’t be afraid.’ Peter replied, ‘Lord, if it’s 

you, order me to come to you on the water.’ And 

Jesus said, ‘Come.’ 

“Then Peter got out of the boat and was walking 

on the water toward Jesus. But when Peter saw the 

strong wind, he became frightened. As he began to 

sink, he shouted, ‘Lord, rescue me!’ 

“Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him, 

saying, ‘You man of weak faith! Why did you begin 

to have doubts?’ When they got into the boat, the 

wind settled down.” 

Covid-19 is a powerful headwind. It disrupts just 

about every assumption and expectation we may 

have held about how our lives would be moving 

ahead. When we see—or experience—the 

coronavirus, it’s easy to doubt God. 

God keeps reaching out to us, however. Jesus 

grasps hold of us, just as he grabbed hold of Peter. 

UCC pastor and theologian Bruce G. Epperly 

reminds us that the solution to our fears “. . . is found 

in companionship with God and doing God’s work, 

concretely responding to the suffering of those 

around us. Pain is a call to compassion. Loneliness 
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an invitation to relationship. Injustice a call to 

protest. . . .  

“In this crisis moment, God urgently needs us to 

be images of hope and agents of compassion bringing 

God’s realm to birth on earth “as it in heaven”. 

The well-being of God’s world will not be 

accomplished by circling our wagons around me, 

myself, and mine. If we learn anything at all about 

ourselves from the pandemic, it needs to be a new 

awareness of how the whole earth and all who dwell 

therein are interconnected.  

Rather than circling the wagons, we need to 

expand the circle of God’s love. “God so loved the 

world, . . . ”—not just Bucks County or the Delaware 

River Valley or the United States.  

Be well. Be safe. And every day, may we count 

our blessings. 

— Pastor Fogal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A day without a friend is like a pot without a single 

drop of honey left inside.” Attributed to Winnie the 

Pooh by A. A. Milne 

 

June 2020 - Briarleaf remains closed to all visitors 

and will be reviewing this policy on a week by week 

basis. 

 

During May we sent 30 cards to cheer the residents 

at Briarleaf.  We are making plans to replace our visit 

with a shower of cards again during June and will be 

compiling a list of recipients through the Briarleaf 

Activities Director. 

 

If you would like to write a short note to a Briarleaf 

resident on behalf of Carversville UCC, contact 

Catherine Halper at chalper@aol.com. 

 “The proper definition of a man is an animal that 

writes letters.”      Lewis Caroll 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing Virtual Village Church 
 

At the recent Zoom meeting of our congregation’s 

leaders (Pastor’s Cabinet, Deacons, Trustees, 

Communications Team), we had a rich and thought-

filled discussion about resuming worship services in 

our church sanctuary. After exploring various 

alternatives, we determined that the best path for now 

is to not hold “in person” services. 

 

We are paying a lot of attention to CDC 

recommendations, guidelines from our national UCC 

leaders, and our local environment—all in the 

context of our regular worshippers qualifying as a 

vulnerable demographic. That is, we’re mostly old 

folks! So stay tuned through June for future plans. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Dr. Robert Fogal, Pastor 

 by appointment only 

Cell:  610.945.4955 

Email: pastorfogal@gmail.com  

 

Chris Ochadlick, Office Administrator 

~ Tuesdays and Thursdays:  8 a.m. to Noon 

Email:  carversvilleucc@gmail.com 

Website: www.carversvilleucc.org 

Church Phone:  215.297.5166 

 

mailto:pastorfogal@gmail.com
http://www.carversvilleucc.org/
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ConGRADulations! 

 
The time worn rite of passage 

known as High School 

graduation looks very different 

this year.  While previous 

graduating classes had a story to 

tell, this year’s class wrote 

history!  Graduations will be virtual without the in person 

cheers from proud family in the audience.  We recognize 

and honor all the 2020 graduates for their years of hard 

work and dedication.  We are so proud of you! 

 

Courtney Sterner, daughter of Kim and Drew and 

granddaughter of Sue and Jim Wulf, is graduating summa 

cum laude from Central Bucks High School East.  She 

was a 4 year member of the swim team and served as a 

team captain this year.  She extended her love of 

swimming to work with Special Olympic swimmers, and 

in the summers she taught swim lessons at Fanny 

Chapman.  She played the flute in the concert and 

symphonic bands.  Courtney will be joining her brother, 

Spencer, at Penn State in the fall where she was accepted 

into the Honors Program and plans to major in elementary 

education. 

 

Rebecca Simpson, daughter of Alison Simpson, 

graduated from Temple University with a Master’s in 

Business Administration (MBA) and a concentration in 

Health Sector Management. She will continue playing the 

harp but is now looking for a pandemic-resistant career in 

healthcare.  

 

Anders, son of Alison Simpson, also completed an MBA, 

though he managed to finish in half the time as Rebecca 

and completely online through the Quantic School for 

Business and Technology. (Quantic is a new, fully online 

institution which recently finished its accreditation 

assessment.) Anders is using his degree to take on more 

project management tasks in his job at Amazon. 

 

He continues to work in Boston as a Business Intelligence 

Engineer in the Customer Analytics and Research Science 

Department of the Alexa Organization at Amazon, where 

he uses data to improve Alexa's language skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OYSTER & PORK CRAFT ROOM 
by Jeanne Brown 

 

The Oyster & Pork Supper is planned for Saturday, 

October 17th.  The Craft Room is an important 

fundraiser for the Women’s Fellowship. 

 

The conference room will be transformed into a 

wonderful store filled with a variety of handmade 

items.   The talented members and friends of our 

congregation work hard to create these things for us 

to sell.  I have already received some donations. 

 

All food items sell quickly.  Jam, jelly, pickles, 

breads (banana, cranberry, zucchini, etc), cookies 

and candy treats are popular.  Baked goods must be 

labeled, because some people have allergies.  A 

reminder, we do not sell pies and cakes, as they are 

needed for the dinner desserts.   

 

Tell your friends and neighbors.  They may be 

interested in helping at the dinner, contributing to the 

craft room and/or coming to enjoy a delicious dinner 

and shopping.  The craft room is a great place to 

purchase reasonably priced gifts or something 

special for yourself. 

 

We look forward to having another successful craft 

room.  Let me know what you are making.  If you 

have any questions, please call me at 215.348.3614. 

 

Thank you. 
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MODERATOR’S MINUTE  

  

“Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing - 

absolutely nothing - half so much worth doing as 

simply messing about in boats.” 

Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the Willows 

When I was young, my father read The Wind in the 

Willows to my brothers and me to induce us to calm 

down before sleeping.  The most memorable scenes 

were those in which Rat imagined leaving his “bijou 

riverside residence” in The Wild Wood to travel The 

Wild World. He concluded that anyone with any 

sense would never go away from the River. 

I found this to be a perfectly rationale conclusion. It 

was in the River that we swam and on the River that 

we paddled and from the River that we pulled 

delicious fish to smoke or fry for dinner. 

Every spring we pulled Dad’s cedar strip canoes out 

of the boat house and patched the canvas damage 

from the previous summer’s adventures.  We felt 

very modern.  Our Monteith cousins up the river had 

a birch bark canoe that was more fragile. 

Before we were allowed to use a canoe on our own, 

we had to be able to paddle out from shore, sink the 

canoe, empty the water1 from it and get back in – all 

in water that was over 30 feet deep and without 

losing our paddles.  

When I was eight years old, my brothers, my Dad, 

and I took the first of several week-long canoe trips. 

We explored the river named the Severn in 1631 by 

Thomas James. He was on a search for a northwest 

 

 
1 For you landlubbers, that is done by standing on the bow so 

that the canoe shoots up into the air and the water flows out – 

an interesting balancing skill. 

passage to India. We were on a search through the 

Wild Wood.  

While I have ventured beyond The Wild Wood of my 

childhood, I have always lived near a river – the 

Credit, the Severn, the Cowichan, the Spring and 

now the Delaware. 

Catherine Halper 

 

IN SYMPATHY  

 
Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to Catherine Halper and 

her family at the passing of 

her father, Donald Charters.  

 

 
It was great to 

see/hear those of  

the group~and their 

4 legged 

buddies~who 

joined together for 

a ZOOM Book 

Group “outing” on May 11.  It was wonderful to have 

a reason to get out the curling iron and replace the 

sweatshirt! LOL!  It was so nice to have Elizabeth’s 

Mom, Mary Ann, join us from Michigan and share 

her views on the book, The Girl Who Wrote in Silk. 

 

We will be discussing It All Comes Back to You by 

Beth Duke on Monday, June 15th.  IF the weather is 

nice~while socially distancing~we will be enjoying 

a brown bag lunch in the common area at Elizabeth’s. 

IF the weather is not cooperating we’ll do another 

ZOOM gathering.  Fingers crossed we can gather in 

person BUT that means taking the guess work out of 

what we’re wearing below the waist!!!!  Questions? 

Call Sue at (215)801-9142  

 

Stay well and Happy Reading!!! 
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~ JUNE 2020 ~ 
 

Monday, June 8 at  7:00 p.m.   Scout leadership 

meeting via Zoom 

Sunday, June 14:  Flag Day   

 

Monday, June 15 at noon:  Book Club 

 

Sunday, June 21:  Father’s Day 

 

Weekly:  Bible Study via ZOOM 

Thursday, 7:00 p.m. and 

Friday, 3:00 p.m. 
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CUCC FAITH FORMATION  

TRUST / CHUTZPAH 

Chutzpah is “calling up tech support to report a bug 

on pirated software.” Guy Takeo Kawasaki2 

Chutzpah is a well-traveled word that has journeyed 

from Hebrew through Yiddish into English.  

Originally a term meaning "insolence", "cheek" or 

"audacity", it has expanded to express shameless 

audacity for bad or for good. 

It is this latter kind of audacity that is called for in the 

trying times that we are living through. 

Challenges come to us in many ways – limits on our 

sense of freedom, illness, accident, the death of a 

loved one, rejection, betrayal.  It is the human 

condition to face fears and limitations. 

Yet how we respond to challenges does not depend 

on our circumstances nor on our past experiences.  

Our confidence corresponds directly to our faith and 

reliance on God.  

This confidence is described by an anonymous psalm 

(112) that is written as an acrostic3 (Verses 2 through 

24 each begin with begins with a successive letter of 

the Hebrew alphabet.) 

Five blessings are described that come to those who 

keep God’s commandments. First: physical and 

material prosperity (vv. 2-3). Second, light in 

darkness (v. 4). Third, goodness comes to him for his 

generosity and justice (v. 5). Fourth, stability and 

confidence (vv. 6-8). Fifth, he gets strength and 

honor from the Lord because he gives to the poor (v. 

9). 

What has this to do with Trust? 

The Urban Dictionary. Com defines Trust like this: 

“Used like 'believe me' or 'take my word for it'. 

generally used for emphasis or when you’re trying to 

say something not normally believable. That's some 

good stuff man, trust.” 

 

 
2 an American marketing specialist, author, and Silicon Valley 

venture capitalist. He was one of the Apple employees 

originally responsible for marketing their Macintosh computer 

line in 1984. 

This is not the kind of trust meant here. Psalm 112:7 

captures chutzpah – that audacious sense of trust that 

serves us well in adversity. 

“He will not fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, 

trusting in the Lord.” (Psalm 112:7) 

The Hebrew verb ַטח  translated here as ,(batach) בָּ

“trusting,” expresses the idea of hope, reliance, and 

confidence. (In fact, the contemporary Hebrew noun 

חֹון טָּ  is used for Israel’s office of national (bitachon) בִּ

security!)  

Batach also connotes the idea of “clinging” A word 

built on the same root, ים חִִּ֔ ֲאַבטִּ ָֽ  is a (avatiyach) ה 

melon which clings to the vine – in trusting God we 

are all melons clinging to the vine that nourishes us. 

Psalm 112 is sandwiched between psalms of praise.  

The series that follows describes the five historic 

miracles from the Exodus to the period that preceded 

the messianic age. (113-118.)  These latter five 

psalms are chanted with joy to this day on Jewish 

Holidays.   

Whether a person is a Jew, a Christian, both, or 

somewhere in between, one’s trust is an amazing 

attitude, a behavior of confidence, and an unshaken 

sense of security that can only come from cultivating 

a knowledge of God.. 

 

FAITH FORMATION STORIES & READINGS 

DATE TRINITY SUNDAY 

06/07/20 Psalm 8: Out of the Mouths of Babes 

 ORDINAL TIME 

06/14/20 

Exodus 19:2-8a: Born on Eagles’ 

Wings 

06/21/20 Psalm 69:7-18: Sinking in the Mire 

06/28/20 

Genesis 22:1-14: The Binding of 

Isaac  

07/05/20 Matthew 11:16-30: Yoked Learning 

3 Writing in which the first letter, syllable, or word of each line 

of text spells out a word or a message. 
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