
 

      

 

         
 

Faith & Politics? Not Gonna Touch It. . . 
 
Politics, sex, and money. Once upon a time, young 
preachers were advised to avoid all three in their 
sermons—and most new men of the cloth (they 
were mostly men) abided by that mantra.  

Not true anymore. Most pastors find the topics are 
not verboten—as long as they’re careful about 
what they say and how they say it. EXCEPT for 
politics.  

Conversations among clergy make clear how 
American politics has become the third rail of 
preaching—this, in spite of the fact that our  

current political culture is causing unspeakable 
pain and destruction in our families and our 

communities. Pastors who care deeply about 
everyone in their congregations genuinely suffer 
as they strive in our current civic mood to be the 
ministers they feel God has called them to be 

By way of background, let’s remember two facts. 
First, there has always been a diversity of 
religiosity in our nation that was reflected in our 
politics. Our presidents themselves exemplify the 
variety. 

An essay posted by the library at Mount Vernon 
notes that “no literary text is referenced more 
frequently” in George Washington’s writings than 
the Bible. Abraham Lincoln never joined a church, 
but one can’t read his speeches without hearing 
almost continuous allusions to the King James 
Version of the Bible. 

Thomas Jefferson was so skeptical that he took a 
razor to the New Testament and cut out all the 
miracles. He glued the remaining “pure 
principles” of Jesus into a new book that he 
described as “the most sublime and benevolent 
code of morals which has ever been offered to 



man.” (The Smithsonian sells a fascinating 
facsimile edition for $35.) 

Secondly, our current political culture isn’t new 
either. It is well rooted in the decades following 
World War II. Many even  argue that our present 
political dynamics are embodied in how our 
federal government was structured in the United 
States constitution. (That’s a complex subject but 
let me know if you want to talk about it.) 

If political turmoil is not new in our nation, why 
do we now feel so distressed and disoriented? At 
the risk of oversimplifying, we can say that our 
comfortable bubbles have been burst by 
information technology. We can’t hide from how 
IT makes everything so immediate—there seems 
to be no rest for the weary.  

IT has also created echo chambers that enable 
us—that is, every little sub-sub-group of opinion 
and ideology— to interact only with others who 
see, feel and act like ourselves. We are forgetting 
how to “play well with others.” 

So what can we do if we want to be faithful to the 
God we claim as the God of love?  

If we are young enough and healthy enough, we 
can join with and support a wide variety of 
ministries and nonprofits whose missions reflect 
our faith in the God of love. It’s important to 
participate in a community that shares our values 
and priorities. (I will also be pleased to talk with 
you about your personal interests and concerns.) 

The starting point of action, though, is how we 
experience our relationship with God and 
approach our relationships with others. To that 
end, I give a nod to UCC pastor and church 
consultant Rev. Paul Nickerson. He recommends 
the following ways (among others) to manage 
ourselves as we strive to live with God’s love in 
our lives during turbulent times. 

Love yourself. It’s true that we love our 
neighbors as ourselves. Want to be a better 
neighbor? Start by refusing to judge or berate 
yourself. Then practice unconditional self-
respect, self-love, and self-acceptance. Let that 
kind of love radiate out to those around us. Start 
by smiling at yourself in the mirror. 

Practice heaven. Make friends with someone 
you are afraid of or someone who angers you. 
Don’t try to fix or change them. Instead, find the 
best in them as they are right now. This will be 
good practice for heaven! Start by silently sending 
them love. Even if you don’t feel it. 

Get the backstory. People’s theologies, politics 
and life choices make a lot more sense when we 
know the backstory. Why they think the way they 
do. Why they feel the way they do. Why they do 
what they do. Share your stories with each other. 
Practice listening with your head and your 
heart. Lay aside questions and debate. Don’t plan 
any response. See your new friend as a child of 
God also. 

Don't cater to fear. Our political culture is 
dramatically disruptive. People’s fears have 
crystallized. Anger and attack have become the 
go-to responses. It creates an us-versus-them 
mentality. Don’t cater to fear. Instead, let the 
gospel of love and courage, faith and self-sacrifice, 
action and empowerment be your guide.  

Remember to ask—if God is for us, then who can 
be against us? We are all “us.” Resolutions are a 
way of setting our intentions. Intentions are 
powerful corollaries to faith and prayer. They 
allow us to co-create with God. All good things are 
waiting for us, but we must be open vessels to 
receive them. Set our intentions, and then take 
actions consistent with these intentions to watch 
our words come to life— Pastor Fogal 

 

 

BRIARLEAF  OCT  2020 

“What is a letter? A bridge in the night . From my 
soul to your soul; and over it go. Envoys of 

darkness or envoys of light. Ladings of blessing or 
burdens of woe.” 

Amos Russel Wells 



Briarleaf continues to remain closed to all visitors 

and will be reviewing this policy on a week by 

week basis.  We have heard from their Activities 

Director that the cards we send are greatly 

appreciated.  A special thanks goes out to Sue 

Wulf for contributing cards during September.  

We are planning to continue to send 30 cards each 

month!  

If you would like to write a short note to a 

Briarleaf resident on behalf of Carversville UCC, 

contact Catherine Halper at chalper@aol.com. 

The small investment of your time will yield rich 

rewards! 

“Within my pen what words are pent, 

What mystery, what merriment!”             

Anonymous 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the 
McKennas- a mother, a father, a brother and a 
sister- and to Jim and Nancy Hale- a grandfather 
and a grandmother- on the passing of Jack 
McKenna on August 30, 2020, after a brave, 
determined battle to fight a midline glioma brain 
tumor, a cancer with no cure.  Jack was only 22 
and his life ended way, way too soon.   A 
celebration of Jack’s life was held on September 
19 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church.  God bless 
you all. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESERVING OUR CHURCH HISTORY 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 

Several months ago, it came to the attention of the 
Board of Trustees that the painting of Christ done 
by Charles Hargens is sorely in need of 
restoration. This painting was commissioned in 
the 1950’s by then pastor, Rev. Anderson. I 
offered to contact local restoration experts to 
secure estimates for restoration. Once we had the 
estimates, the trustees asked for an appraisal for 
insurance purposes of not only the Christ painting 
but also the Noah’s Ark painting given to our 
church by Mr. Hargens’ family a few years ago.  
For those of you who may be unfamiliar with 
Hargens, he is a nationally known artist that 
resided in Carversville for many years. His work 
can be seen at the Michener Museum and his 
museum in South Dakota. 
 

Mr. Paul Gratz of Gratz Gallery, Doylestown, who 
had already given us an estimate for the 
restoration, recently presented the insurance 
appraisals to us. He kindly donated the appraisal 



fee and has given the church a twenty percent 
discount on the restoration estimate. 
 

In order to proceed with the restoration and 
preservation the trustees are asking for a 
commitment from the congregation of seventy-
five percent ($4,161.75) of the total fee, which is 
$5,549.00. Once that commitment is met then the 
restoration process can begin.  
 
Prayerfully consider how much you can pledge 
toward the restoration expense. One pledge of 
$500.00 has been received already. Please include 
the amount of your pledge with your offering or 
send it to the church, attention of Cathy Price, 
financial secretary. If you should have any 
questions, please contact the trustees or myself. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Most sincerely, 
Janice K. Heebner 

WHAT’S THE BOOK GROUP DOING? 
 

from Sue Wulf 
 

Serenity at its best with friends -Elizabeth’s lovely 

garden with zooming hummingbirds, flitting 

butterflies and Monty’s pleading eyes and 

wagging tail!  It was the perfect setting for our 

CDC approved gathering. We gave 

the Authenticity Project two thumbs up, labeling 

it a feel good book about friendship and sharing 

one’s innermost truths, all brought together by 

one green notebook. It was a wonderful 

discussion with lots of shared insights and 

emotions. 

 

Our next book is Rules of Civility by Amor Towles 

(author of A Gentleman in Moscow). We’re 

meeting on September 28 to discuss it.    We’ll be 

meeting at church for a bag lunch at noon.  If the 

weather is nice bring a chair and we’ll meet in the 

grove behind the church.  If the weather is bad 

we’ll socially distance ourselves in the social hall.                

          
Articles for the November newsletter 

should be sent to Cathy Price at 

cathyprice2@verizon.net  and Sue 

Wulf at slswulf@comcast.net by 

Thursday, October 15.   Thanks! 

 

OUR NEIGHBORS ARE HUNGRY AND      

NEED  OUR HELP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For many years, our church has supported the 

Doylestown Food Pantry. They had been 

operating with a surplus of food for a period of 

time and our donations went to support other 

local food distribution organizations. But now the 

Doylestown Food Pantry supplies are low and the 

demand for food is high. 

  

We are once again directing our food donations 

and monetary gifts to the Doylestown Food 

Pantry. You can leave food donations in the 

hallway by the church office Sunday mornings, or 

outside the back door on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

mailto:cathyprice2@verizon.net
mailto:slswulf@comcast.net


from 9-12. Please make monetary gifts through 

the website or by  a check sent to the church, 

indicating “food pantry” on the memo 

line. Thanks for caring and sharing! 

  

The Food Pantry requests the following items: 

peanut butter, jelly, cereal, canned fruit, canned 

tomatoes, pasta sauce, rice, brown rice, flour, 

canned beans, 100% juice and healthy snacks for 

kids. 

         

“Autumn is a second spring when 

every leaf is a flower.” 

- Albert Camus 
                     

                     

 

 

TROOP 64 UPDATE 

Troop 64 is back in session!  The troop is happy to 
be able to meet in person again.  So far we have 
planned all of our weekend camping trips for the 
year and our first is this weekend.  The scouts will 
camp at Tohickon and hike 5 miles while there 
and will also cook all of their meals.   They have 
planned weekends to include backpacking, 
sailing, canoeing, fishing and skiing throughout 
the year.   We have also rescheduled our end of 
the year picnic from June and we're all looking 
forward to reconnecting. 
 

We are selling our holiday wreaths again this 
year.  The prices are as follows: wreaths are $25, 
75 ft. of garland is $35, and 25 ft. of garland is $20 
(doorway size).  Scouts will be at the church just 

after  the service a couple of times in October - the 
11th and the 25th - if you are interested in 
ordering.  Our Fundraising Chair is Scott Russ and 
his email 
is scott.russ@farmersinsurance.com and his 
phone number is (215) 713-4151.    You may 
contact him directly to place an order if you miss 
us at the church.   Checks should be made out to 
BSA Troop 64.  Greens will be available for 
delivery/pick-up between Nov 14-23.   As always, 
thank you for your support of Troop 64.  

 

 

Sweet Crabapple Memories 

And so, uncap the pickle jar 
to make this ride a thrill; 

keep it silent, town's too far 
and Mama's at the wheel. 

from “Pickles, Back Seats & Toes” 

by Cookie Zeal 

The Sweet Crabapple is a relatively small tree, 
native to the east central US and southern 
Ontario. It has a short trunk with an open crown, 
simplifying apple-picking. The cracked and rough 
bark is reddish brown to gray in color. Spring 
brings a cloud of pink blossoms, and autumn a 
harvest of not quite ripe Crabapples (before 
insects moved in.)  

The tiny, hard apples right off the tree are mouth 
puckering. Full of pectin, a handful or two added 
to a pot of sweeter fruit make a rosy-pink jelly, but 
it is the aromas of pickling Sweet Crabapples that 
brings to life the autumn kitchen of my childhood. 

Prepare a sweet/sour pickling syrup of 4.5 cups 
of granulated sugar, 3 cups water and 2.5 cups of 
apple cider vinegar in a large non-reactive 
stockpot. Add 6 cinnamon sticks, 1 tbsp each of 
whole allspice and cloves, 2 tbsp of yellow 
mustard seeds and bring it to a gentle boil over 

mailto:scott.russ@farmersinsurance.com


medium high heat.  Boil uncovered for 10 
minutes. 

Rinse and drain 8 cups crabapples, leaving the 
stems on. Add them to the still boiling syrup; boil 
five minutes more (stirring occasionally) still 
uncovered. 

Transfer hot crabapples and one cinnamon stick 
each into 6 sterilized jars (16 oz) leaving an inch 
free at the top. 

Pour the pickling syrup over the apples, (divide 
the spices evenly and leave about 1/2–inch of 
room at the top.) 

Here comes the fun part that my brothers and I 
elbowed each other over! Use a chopstick to 
gently poke the crabapples, releasing any trapped 
air bubbles and lightly tap each jar on the counter. 
Clean up the rims with a fresh, damp rag, and 
tightly screw on the lids. 

They will keep refrigerated for several weeks.  For 
longer, process lidded jars in a boiling water bath 
for about 20 minutes. 

Make your own memories with roast pork or 
chicken; use to decorate cheesecake and pies; add 
to a cheese & pickle tray or snack right out of the 
jar.  Adding oil to any left-over syrup at the ratio 
of three to one, along with some minced chives, 
takes it from pickling syrup to vinaigrette. 

Catherine Halper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYING HANDS 
 
Here is a list of those who would benefit from 
receiving cards. We encourage you all to reach out 
to these people. 
 
                        

Card List for October 
 
Pearl Howard - c/o Future Care Chesapeake, 
 Room 208, 305 College Parkway,   
  Arnold, MD   21012 
Jack King- 503 Windrush Bay Drive, Tarpon   
  Springs, FL   34689 
Jim & Sally Seeton- 1850 Lower Mountain 
            Road West, Furlong, PA      18925    

 

YOU CAN ALWAYS FIND SOME 
GOOD NEWS! 

 
Once in danger of extinction due to hunting and 
pesticides, the bald eagle is now thriving 
throughout much of North America with the help 
of smart environmental measures.  One of the first 
species protected under the Endangered Species 
Act in the 1970s, America’s national symbol is 
now a conservation success story.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Head North on the River Road out of Point 
Pleasant and if you’re lucky you’ll see an eagle 
soaring above the Delaware. 
 

 

https://www.treehugger.com/facts-about-beautiful-bald-eagle-4857896
https://www.fws.gov/ENDANGERED/laws-policies/index.html
https://www.fws.gov/ENDANGERED/laws-policies/index.html


THE CURRENT PANDEMIC IN PERSPECTIVE 

“Most of our brother Christians showed 
unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing 

themselves  
and thinking only of one another.” 

Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria. Regarding the 
Plague of Cyprian (249–262 AD) 

My father used to say that if you do anything long 
enough, you not only get some skills, but you 
collect a lot of stories. My career in justice systems 
spanned 45 years in three different countries – 
that’s a lot of stories!  

During that time, computers evolved from room-
sized to palm-sized devices.  Bits of information 
originally stored with holes in a data card, 
migrated to magnetic tapes and then, in turn, to 
levels of electrical charge stored in a capacitor. 

Today’s daily information load is measured not in 
bits, nor bytes (8 bits) nor kilobytes & megabytes 
but by exabytes (one billion gigabytes.)  Every day 
adds a staggering 2.5 exabytes of data making our 
world increasingly difficult to understand.  

How do we make sense of it all? 

A picture collapses a thousand-word thesis into a 
digestible statement. Today’s news is morphing 
from narrative to pictorial. 

For example: 
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-
pandemics-deadliest/  

has an infographic that puts the current pandemic 
in a perspective we can absorb.  Two pictures line 
up 18 selected “deadliest pandemics” over the last 
2000 years.  The first is a timeline, the second is 
arranged by the number of know deaths.   

The earliest tracked is the Antonin Pandemic (160 
– 180 AD.,) believed to have been either smallpox, 
or measles. It killed an estimated 5 million people.   

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage regarding the 
Cyprian plague (249-262 A.D.) wrote: “How 
suitable, how necessary it is that this plague and 
pestilence, which seems horrible and deadly, 
searches out the justice of each and every one and 
examines the mind of the human race; whether the 
[healthy] care for the sick, whether relatives 
dutifully love kinsmen as they should . . . whether 
physicians do not desert the afflicted.” 

The deadliest pandemic tracked is the Bubonic 
Plague (1347-1351) that killed 200 million 
people.   

In 1527, during an outbreak of the Black Death, 
Martin Luther and his pregnant wife, Katharina, 
remained in Wittenberg to care for the sick, citing 
Matthew 25:41–46 as their guide:  

“We must respect the word of Christ, ‘I was sick, and 
you did not visit me.” According to this passage we 
are bound to each other in such a way that no one 
may forsake the other in his distress but is obliged 
to assist and help him as he himself would like to be 
helped.’ ” 

The most serious plague in modern times is 
HIV/AIDS (1981 to date) which has killed 32 
million people. An additional 38 million people 
across the globe lived with HIV/AIDS in 2019. Of 
these, 1.8 million were children (<15 years old). 
In comparison, COVID 19 (2019 to date has killed 
931 thousand (as of 15 Sept 2020.)  

On his visit to poor HIV/AIDS patients at the 
Zimpeto Hospital, outside the Mozambican capital 
of Maputo, Pope Francis said that the healing 
work offered reminded him of the Good 
Shepherd.  

“The poor do not need intermediaries, but personal 
involvement of all those who hear their cry”. 

In 1998, an internal World Vision International 
survey found that only 3 percent of Christians 
said they would help children who were affected 
by HIV and AIDS. Since then, the journey to 
consider ourselves global citizens in partnership 
with all those in need has had twists and turns.  

Pandemics stir cultural norms, theology, socio-
economic conditions, gender, human  
responsibility, sexuality, and morality. May we 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-pandemics-deadliest/
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/history-of-pandemics-deadliest/


continue to grow as the body of Christ where 
God's healing love is experienced and 
demonstrated. 

 

FAITH FORMATION STORIES & READINGS 

DATE ORDINAL TIME 

10/04/20  Psalm 147:3: Hope & Healing 

10/11/20 Proverbs 3:8: Refresh your Bones 

10/18/20  Psalm 105:1-45: Opening the Rock 

10/25/20  Psalm 78:1-16: Incline Your Ears 

11/01/20  Psalm 19: Sweeter than Honey 

 

 

CONTACT US! 
 
Dr. Robert Fogal, Pastor 
 - Tues. & Thurs..:  Office- 9:30 AM.-3:00 PM and  
  by appointment 
Cell: 610.945.4955 
Email: pastorfogal@gmail.com 
Chris Ochadlick, Office Administrator 
 - Tuesday and Thursday:  8 AM. - 11:00 AM 
Catherine Halper, Church School Supt. 
Cell: 215.285.0670 
Email: carversvilleucc@gmail.com 
Website:  www.carversvilleucc.org 
Church Phone: 215.297.5166 

 
Find us on Facebook: @carversvilleucc 
 

 
 

 “And all at once summer  

collapsed into fall…  -  Oscar Wilde 

http://www.carversvilleucc.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Facebook_Icon_(Single_Path_-_Transparent_%22f%22).svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Facebook_Icon_(Single_Path_-_Transparent_%22f%22).svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Facebook_Icon_(Single_Path_-_Transparent_%22f%22).svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

