
THOUGHTS FOR THE SOUL 

“Jesus’ Compassion and Empathy” 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he had compas-
sion for them because they were troubled and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  (Matthew 
9:36) 

“Empathy” is a “new” word, created in the ear-
ly 20th century. It’s certainly not in the bible. The 
sentiment is, however.  

In the New Testament, the Greek word for “to 
have compassion” refers to a “sensation in the in-
nards, [which were] regarded as the seat of emo-
tions. . . .” This response to someone’s anguish or 
adversity is readily understood today as empathy: 
knowing another person’s feelings, feeling what 
that person feels, and responding compassionately 
to another’s distress.” 

I recently learned about a human relations con-
sultant who works mostly with construction com-
panies—and very often with construction foremen. 
Most foremen advocate being tough so you can 
“get your money’s worth” out of workers. The 
consultant, however, has shown time after time 
how his work with foremen pays off—literally. 

The foremen’s training begins with a personali-
ty survey that documents their assertiveness 
(which is usually well above average) and their 
empathy (which is usually well below average).  

An example of assertiveness might be that a 
worker arrives late because he had to take his wife 
to the ER in the middle of the night. The foreman 
ignores the reason and tells him he’d better start 
pounding nails into those shingles on the roof.  

As part of their training, the foremen are also 
supposed to practice empathy with their wives. 
When they get home, they are scripted to ask, 
“Honey, how did your day go today?” The men are 
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supposed to listen to their wives without making 
suggestions about how to solve any problems they 
describe. Rather, they initially practice sentences 
like, “Gee, you must have felt __________ when 
that happened.”  

Company benefits are very concrete: absen-
teeism, sick days, and job turnover all decline. 
Morale improves and profits increase. Many fore-
men also report that after a few weeks their love 
life also improves dramatically! 

If relationships grow and organizations—even 
churches—work better when we exercise compas-
sion or empathy, why don’t we practice how to be 
more empathetic, more compassionate, more mer-
ciful? Aren’t care and compassion at the core of 
God’s love for us? Aren’t God’s love and compas-
sion what Jesus taught and showed in his life? 

I will continue this theme in next month’s col-
umn. For now, it is helpful for us to know that 
stress (especially distress) and fear are among the 
most common blocks to practicing empathy. When 
we feel pressured by a work or family situation, 
for instance, it is very difficult to calm ourselves 
enough to fully listen to another person. Similarly, 
when we are uncomfortable with or afraid of 
someone, listening is probably the last thing that’s 
on our minds. 

Our ability to practice empathy, though, is a 
mark of our spiritual maturity. Construction fore-
men practice greater empathy so profits increase. 
As Christians, we need to consider how to inten-
tionally practice empathy to grow our faith. 

—Pastor Fogal	

																							COMMMUNION 

We will continue our practice of sharing Holy 
Communion during the worship service on 
Sunday, October 3. For those of you partici-
pating in the live stream service, please be 
sure to have your juice, wine or other bever-
age available as well as bread or a cracker. 




        
          PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 

On Saturday, October 30, from 9 am-12 noon, 
we will be holding an Annual Planning meet-
ing at church. The purpose is to look at who 
we are as a church and who we want to be in 
the future.   Rev. Dale Davis will be leading/
facilitating our meeting. 
  

          A HALLOWEEN TREAT FOR THE  
                        FOOD PANTRY 

Not having enough to eat is “spooky and 
scary.”   In keeping with Halloween, let’s pro-
vide some yummy treats for hungry local 
tummies.    On October 24 and 31, bring gra-
nola bars, or snack bags of pretzels, or indi-
vidual non-dairy pudding cups, or a bag of 
cookies to church for the Food Pantry.  No 
candy, please.  Thanks for caring and sharing 
something yummy! 



 
            HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS 

Following Ida’s damaging floods, our church 
reached out to some in-the-know town folks to 
see if financial help was needed in 
Carversville.  We also reached out to our 
church families who may have sustained dam-
age.   What we heard was to send help to our 
neighbors in Lambertville, NJ.    

Research showed that Fisherman’s Mark in 
Lambertville was a good resource for distrib-
uting flood aid to those needing help.  The 
Deacons took $ 250.00 from the Deacons’ 
Fund and sent it to Fisherman’s Mark.  Their  
address is: 37 S. Main Street, Lambertville, NJ   
08530. 

    

       NEW CHURCH SIGN UPDATE 

Here’s an update on the new church sign for 
the front of the church.  The new foundation 
should be in by the end of October, and work 
on the sign should begin around the beginning 
of  November.  The project should then be fin-
ished the end of January or February.  Stay 
tuned! 

TOHAALI COMMUNITY SCHOOL UPDATES 

                       from Barbara Burger 

ON THEIR WAY! 

UPS Tracking indicates our blankets are wing-
ing their way to Tohaali Community School in 
Newcomb, New Mexico and are due for de-
livery by 7 PM Wednesday 9/22.  Thank you 
again to everyone who played a part in our 
blanket project.  Mary Lee Reiff, Chairman of 
Americans for Native Americans (ANA) in 
Doylestown, assures us the blankets will be 
very welcome by students who board at To-
haali.   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

We are looking forward to a visit by Ms Reiff, 
who will be joined by ANA Board member 
Janet Grove, on Sunday, October 31 follow-
ing the worship service at 11:00 AM.  They 
will provide a Power Point presentation about 
Americans for Native Americans, an organiza-
tion founded in Doylestown that has been 
providing services to Native American chil-
dren in Southwest United States since 1991. 

AN INVITATION WILL BE EXTENDED TO MEM-
BERS OF THE COMMUNITY. 

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND AND BRING A 
FRIEND! 

To learn more about ANA in advance of the 
presentation, go to their Website at Ameri-
cansfornativeamericans.org for a wealth of 
information about this amazing organization 
and the difference they make in the lives of 
Native American children.  Our congregation 



can be very proud to have played a part in 
ANA’s outreach in 2021.  Thanks to all!   

  

    CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

Now that the blankets are nearing 
their destination, it’s time to make a date for 
all of us to get together to fill the Christmas 
stockings that we will send to Tohaali stu-
dents.  

THAT DATE IS SUNDAY, NOV. 14, 
AFTER THE WORSHIP SERVICE. 

Please plan to join us in Santa’s workshop 
(also known as our Social Hall!) to fill stock-
ings with items that are available thanks to the 
generosity of our congregation, family and 
friends. 

 

Thanks to Barb Burger for the countless hours 
she has dedicated to our mission to the Native 
American children at Tohaali Community 
School.  Well done! 
	

Mark Bernazzoli, our former organist, moved 
and here's his new address: 
       1918 Bonner St. 
       Ferndale, MI 48220 

        WHAT’S	THE	BOOK	GROUP	DOING?	

We took our September gathering on the road 
to the Plumsteadville Inn for lunch and a book 
talk about The Thursday Murder Club by 
Richard Osman!  We love mysteries and iden-
tified with the spunky, brilliant, capable senior 
citizens of Coopers Chase as they worked to 
solve several murders. 

Our next book will be The Lincoln Highway 
by Amor Towles.  We enjoyed his other books,  
A Gentleman in Moscow  and  Rules of Civil-
ity.     We’ll meet at Jackie Putman’s home on 
Monday, November 8, at 9:15 am to discuss it 
and solve any world problems we can!  Love 
to have you join us! 

BRIARLEAF ! OCTOBER " 2021     

THE GIFT OF GIVING 

‘Open your eyes 
Open your heart 
Give just a little 

You will get such alot’ 
by Lynn Paul 



Briarleaf continues to remain closed to all vis-
itors, but we still reach out once per month 
with a ‘Shower of Cards’ to remind the resi-
dents that they are not forgotten.  

Our project to make 30 
stuffed stockings for our 
annual Holiday Party gifts 
for the first Sunday in 
January continues. Thanks 
to Sue Wulf and Barb 
Burger we now have 30 
gift bags, 30 tissue packs, 
30 small notepads & 30 

pens to add to our 30 small stuffed animals 
and 6 colorful pairs of socks.  If you are so 
inclined, we WELCOME DONATIONS OF THE 
FOLLOWING: WARM SOCKS FOR MEN OR 
WOMEN, LIP BALM, SMALL BROACHES, OR 
PINS. 
If you would like to participate or to write a 
short note to a Briarleaf resident on behalf of 
Carversville UCC, contact Catherine Halper 
chalper@aol.com  or just drop them off at the 
church office by the 15th of the month. 

                
               PRAYING HANDS 

Here is a list of those who would benefit from 
receiving cards.  We encourage you all to 
reach out to these peoples as it will mean a lot. 

                       Card List for October	

Pearl Howard - c/o Future Care        
 Chesapeake,  Room 208, 305 College  
 Parkway, Arnold, MD      21012 

Jim & Sally Seeton- 1850 Lower Mountain 
            Road West, Furlong, PA      18925   
Gordon Keckeissen- 555 N. Broad St.,   
 #508A, Doylestown, PA     18901 
Jack King- 503 Windrush Bay Dr., Tarpon 
  Sprigs, FL   34689 
                

                        TROOP  64  NEWS 
                
Troop 64 has been very busy this summer!   
Instead of taking a summer break, we con-
tinued to meet over the summer, often work-
ing on a camping merit badge.    We also had 
15 Scouts attend summer camp at Camp 
Ockanickon and a few even added a second 
week to earn even more merit badges.    We 
have also had quite a few Scouts elected to 
the Order of the Arrow which is a group 
likened to an “honor society” in the world of 
Scouting.   Four of our Scouts participated in 
an “Ordeal” last weekend at Camp Ockan-
ickon to complete their membership into the 
Order.     We look forward to reporting on 
their journey.    

We will again be selling wreaths for the holi-
days.   We will have a table set up, before 
and after church service, on October 24 and 
again on November 7, with order forms if 
you would  like to purchase a wreath or a 
garland.   You can also reach out to Saman-
tha if you would like to place an order via 
email.   SammieJo1@verizon.net.    

Thank you for your continued support of 
Troop 64, and we look forward to sharing 
our news with you.  

mailto:chalper@aol.com
mailto:SammieJo1@verizon.net


 
       WANT TO SHARE SOMETHING? 

If you have information you want to share 
with the congregation here’s the way to do it!   
YOU need to write your article or write any 
text to accompany pictures.  Determine where 
you want the information posted and submit it 
to one of the following Communications Team 
members. 
- Doylestown Patch-listing upcoming events- 

Jackie Putman 
- Bucks County Herald- articles and ads- Jan 

Heebner 
- Church website- determine where on the 

site you want it placed- Elizabeth Richard-
son 

- Facebook- Elizabeth Richardson 
- Newsletter- Cathy Price and Sue Wulf 
- Sandwich board- Sue Wulf 
- Pictures with text- Cathy Price and Sue 

Wulf 

           MODERATOR’S            
     MINUTE 
B BACK IN THE OLDEN DAYS 

“Talk about yer buildin's 

That's het up by steam― 

Give me the old oak fire 

Where the old folks used to dream.” 
 

          - The Old-Time Fire by Samuel Harden 

Life was swell in my salad days. At the week’s 
end, we dressed to the nines in our Sunday 
best bib and tucker and learned how to 
straighten up and fly right. After services we 
would wend our way to the Old Folks and eat 
hearty.  

Us kids had to bite the bullet and focus our 
audio. Children had to be seen and not heard 
at the table. We drank Adam’s Ale and ate 
bloodhound in the hay with frog sticks while 
the grownups ate on the hoof. There was no 
cat-lap for them – but they never saw snakes 
or got canned up or zozzled. 

We used our beans and turned a deaf ear to 
Great Aunt Dale’s shenanigans to butter her 
up. No spring chicken, she was crackers! Mad 
as a hatter! Liable to go bananas! We did not 
want to rub her the wrong way and open Pan-
dora’s box! The Pater would get mad as hops. 
He had short shrift for saucebox, chatterbox 
children who did not mind their p’s and q’s! 
Less said, soonest mended. We needed to walk 
on that thin ice like a hole in the head! We let 
that sleeping dog lie. 

The summers in those days were hotter than 
Dutch love in harvest. Better that, than catch-
ing one’s death in winters that were colder 
than a brass toilet seat in the Yukon. They 
gave a body the flesh creep! But that is just 
the tip of the iceberg. We had to bundle up or 
catch one’s death of cold. 

We did not have much cash money, but the 
things we cared about did not cost an arm and 
a leg. By dint of hard work, we could get by – 
by the skin of our teeth.  

By and large, we wouldn’t trade our life for all 
the tea in China! We were in like Flynn, walk-
ing in high cotton and living the life of Riley.  

See ya’ later, Alligator! (After a while Croc-
odile.) Have a good one. 

                           -Catherine Halper                       
                 
      



CUCC FAITH FORMATION  

INTER-FAITH UN-COVERY 

“I believe in goodness, mercy and charity. I 
believe in casting bread upon the waters” 

― Leonard Nimoy 

Two and ½ thousand years ago, the prophet 
Nehemiah was the governor of Persian Judea. 
It was during the reign of Artaxerxes I of Per-
sia (465–424 BC.)  It is recorded in the book 
of Nehemiah, chapter 8 that on the first day of 
the “head of the year” (the beginning of Au-
tumn) that the faithful gathered in the square 
before the Water Gate in Jerusalem.  There, 
they listened to Ezra read from the Book of 
the Law.  This is the first mention of a practice 
that has become known as the High Holy 
Days – the Birthday of the World. 

Jews the world over still gather on that day at 
a body of running water (preferably one con-
taining fish) and symbolically cast off 
(taschlich) their sins by throwing bread on the 
water.  The ceremony includes reciting:  

“He will take us back in love; He will cover 
up our iniquities. You will cast all their sins 

into the depths of the sea.”                                    
― Micah 7:19 

The book of Micah was written in the 8th Cen-
tury BCE.  By the first century C.E. Philo, 
(notable as the first Jewish philosopher,) de-
scribed a prayer recited at the seashore on the 
final day of the High Holidays. A century lat-
er, Tertullian (the Christian historian) men-
tions a similar practice that took place on Yom 
Kippur.  

“Great sins are like great possessions  
– they are difficult to give up.” 

                                                ― Anonymous 

By the Middle Ages, the custom became 
widespread despite objections from Jewish 
teachers. The rabbis feared superstitious peo-

ple would believe that this simple, annual 
symbolic act of “tashlich,” had the power to 
change their lives.  
“It was good for me that I was afflicted that I 
might learn your statutes.”       -Psalm 119:71 

The ancient Hebrews used several words of 
steadily increasing severity to describe sin. 
Sin most commonly was described as 
“chatah” or missing the mark, falling short or 
“chet” or to go astray.  
It is this the idea of missing the mark that is 
discussed in its moral or ethical sense most 
often in the New Testament. 
These concepts become clearer when we con-
sider the alternative path of “teshuva” or re-
turn to God. If to sin is to trespass against 
“The Way” Jesus taught us to live, then there 
is a clear alternative path toward God. 

Teshuva is “… a process of both discovery 
and recovery. Perhaps even more accurately, 
teshuvah is “uncovery” ... slowly and effort-

fully peeling off the coverings that separate us  
from whom we hope to one day become.” 
                            ― Rabbi Judah Mischel 

The second great theme of the High Holidays 
is the call to awaken and repent, symbolized 
by the blowing of the shofar – The Ram’s 
Horn. 

““Awake, O sleeper, 
    and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.”  
                                       ― Ephesians 5:13 

This theme of awakening can also be found in 
the parable of Lazarus (John 11:11,) the call to 
awake for salvation is nearer than we knew 
(Rom. 13:11,) and the call to stay awake (1 
Thess. 5:6) 

The process of return to God is a continuous 
path and the way is influenced by our daily 
preoccupations. 



“We become the stories we hear –  
and the stories we tell.“                          

                                     ― Elie Weisel 

     -Catherine Halper 

                        CONTACT US! 

Rev. Robert E. Fogal, Ph.D., Pastor                                        
 - Tues. & Thurs.:  Office- 9:30 AM.-3:00  PM  
 and by appointment 
Cell: 610.945.4955 
Email: pastorfogal@gmail.com 

Chris Ochadlick, Office Administrator 
 - Tuesday and Thursday:  8 AM. - 11:00 AM 

Catherine Halper, Church School Supt. 
Cell: 215.285.0551 

Email: carversvilleucc@gmail.com 
Website:  www.carversvilleucc.org 
Church Phone: 215.297.5166 

Articles	for	the	November		newsletter	
should	be	sent	to	Sue	Wulf	at	
	slswulf@comcast.net and Cathy	Price	at		
cathyprice2@verizon.net by	Sunday,	
October	17.		Thanks! 

 

AUTUMN 

When the trees their summer splendor 

   change to raiment red and gold, 

When the summer moon turns mellow, 

   And the nights are getting cold, 

When the squirrels hide their acorns, 

   And the woodchucks disappear; 

Then we know that it is autumn, 

   Loveliest season of the year. 

                     -Charlotte L. Riser 

FAITH FORMATION STORIES & READINGS

DATE ORDINAL TIME

10/03/21 Job 1:1, 2:1-10: Good with the 
Bad

10/10/21 Ps. 22:1-15: Be not Far from Me

10/17/21 Job 38:1: Out of the Whirlwind

10/24/21
Ps. 126: Watercourses in the 
Negeb

10/31/21 Ruth 1: Where you go, I will go

11/07/21 Ps. 127: The Lord Builds the 
House
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