
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 

Grace – The Never Ending Stream 
 

Some years  back (decades ago, actually) I 

pondered this question: In light of the claim that 

Christianity is the unique religion that will save the 

world from eternal damnation, what makes it 

unique? Exploring my files on things religious, I 

found an essay that aims to answer that question. 

One might quibble about some of the essay’s 

assertions. I do. Nonetheless, it is worth meditating 

upon. The author is Peter Wehner, a senior fellow 

at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.   

 

In his book “What’s So Amazing About Grace?” 

Philip Yancey describes a conference on 

comparative religions where experts from around 

the world debated which belief, if any, was unique 

to the Christian faith. C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) 

happened to enter the room during the discussion. 

When he was told the topic was Christianity’s 

unique contribution among world religions, Lewis 

responded: “Oh, that’s easy. It’s grace.” 

Lewis was right. No other religion places grace 

at its theological center. It was a revolutionary idea; 

as Mr. Yancey puts it, grace “seems to go against 

every instinct of humanity.” We are naturally drawn 

to covenants and karma, to cause and effect, to 

earning what we receive. 

Grace is different. It is the unmerited favor of 

God, unconditional love given to the undeserving. 

It’s a difficult concept to understand because it isn’t 

entirely rational. “Grace defies reason and logic,” as 

Bono, the lead singer of U2, put it. “Love interrupts, 

if you like, the consequences of your actions.”. . .  

If you find yourself in the company of people 

whose hearts have been captured by grace, count 

yourself lucky. They love us despite our messy 

lives, stay connected to us through our struggles, 

always holding out the hope of redemption. . . . 

You don’t sense hard edges, dogmatism or self-

righteous judgment from gracious people. There’s a 

tenderness about them that opens doors that had 

previously been bolted shut.  

People who have been transformed by grace 

have a special place in their hearts for those living 

in the shadows of society. They’re easily moved by 

stories of suffering and step into the breach to heal. 

And grace properly understood always produces 

gratitude. 

Of course, grace can easily be exploited by 

people who don’t want to be held accountable for 

their misdeeds; the theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

referred to this as “cheap grace.”  

Nor is it easy to balance grace with the 

requirements of justice. We obviously can’t 

organize society entirely around the concept of 

grace. Yet the problem today is more the absence of 

grace than its presence. 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/augustweb-only/bono-0805.html


It’s easy to understand why. Living a grace-filled 

life is hard. Most of us, when we feel wronged, 

want payback. Our first impulse, when hurt or 

offended, is to strike out, justifying our anger in the 

name of fairness.  

We forget the words of Edward Herbert (the poet 

George’s brother), “He that cannot forgive others 

breaks the bridge over which he must pass himself,” 

and we forget that only grace can break the cycle of 

ancient hatreds among peoples. . . .  

When Mr. Yancey was young, he rejected the 

church for a time because he found so little grace 

there. There is a tendency among many people of 

faith to come across as holier than thou, more eager 

to judge than to forgive.  

Jesus encountered this throughout his ministry, 

which helps explain why he was more comfortable 

in the company of the unclean and reviled, the 

lowly and the outcast, than religious authorities.  

The odds are that you know people who have 

had scars of “ungrace” inflicted upon them by the 

Christian church. Yet when we see grace in action 

— whether in acts of extravagant, indiscriminate 

love, in radical self-giving, or in showing 

equanimity in the face of death — it can move us 

unlike anything else. 

So it’s worth asking ourselves . . .  

Have we ever regretted not sharing God’s grace 

with others? 

Have we ever regretted sharing God’s grace with 

others? 

 

Original article downloaded from 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/23/opinion/grace

-jesus-christmas-

christianity.html?action=click&module=RelatedLin

ks&pgtype=Article#commentsContainer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIARLEAF  SEPT  2021 

 

A SONG OF GIVING 

‘In my gifts I dig a mine 

Down where lordliest treasures shine,— 

Gratitude of hearts oppressed; 

Givers' Klondikes are the best.’ 

by Anonymous 

 

Briarleaf continues to 

remain closed to all 

visitors, but we still 

reach out once per 

month with a ‘Shower of 

Cards’ to remind the 

residents that they are 

not forgotten.  

This month we are also 

planning to make 30 

stuffed stockings for our annual Holiday Party gifts 

for the first Sunday in January.  We already have 30 

small stuffed animals and 6 colorful pairs of socks.  

If you are so inclined, we would welcome donations 

of the following: warm socks for men or women, lip 

balm, colorful pencils & small notepads, small 

broaches or pins. 

If you would like to participate or to write a short 

note to a Briarleaf resident on behalf of Carversville 

UCC, contact Catherine Halper chalper@aol.com  

or just drop them off at the church office.  

We target completing notes by the 15
th

 of each 

month.   
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WHAT’S THE BOOK GROUP DOING?  
by Sue Wulf 

 

Cathy’s beautiful patio provided the perfect 

outdoor, summer setting for a wonderful August 

Book Group gathering.  While enjoying delicious 

culinary treats, we decided “Early Morning Riser” 

wouldn’t win a Pulitzer prize and the advertised 

laughs were too few.  Since the book hadn’t 

provided too many opportunities to laugh, we 

provided our own. If laughter is the best medicine 

we left in very good health!  

   

Our new book will be “The Thursday Murder Club” 

by Richard Osman.  We decided to do something 

different and enjoy lunch together at the 

Plumsteadville Inn on Monday, September 20, at 

1:00 pm to discuss the book. Plumsteadville Inn has 

a private, small room which we can use for our 

meeting. I’ll need to give them a number so please 

let me know  if you’re planning to join us.  Of 

course dining out will be contingent upon what the 

covid virus does to our plans.    

 

Please contact Sue Wulf (215.801.9142) by 

September 15 if you plan to attend. 

 

Happy summer reading!  

 

 

 

 
 

 

IN MEMORIUM 
from Patsy King 

   

Many of you may not know that Patsy King grew 

up in West Virginia and is a twin. Recently, her 

twin brother, Jerry, passed away after a courageous 

fight with the covid virus.  A memorial service 

celebrating Jerry’s life was held in West Virginia on 

August 14. Patsy wishes to share the following with 

her church family.  

   

Jerry R. Brake, twin brother of Patsy Brake King, 

passed away on December 17, 2020. He was an 

active farmer with 20 plus head of cattle and some 

130 head of sheep, most of which produced spring 

lambs.  

   

Jerry was an Army veteran who served in Vietnam. 

For 30 years he was a bus driver for the Nicholas 

County School system, and served on the Board of 

Directors for the Nicholas County Farm Bureau & 

Elk Soil Conservation District.  

   

Jerry had 3 sons- Jeff, deceased, Jerry Jr. and Craig, 

all of West Virginia.  

He had 8 grandchildren   In addition, he raised 2 

step-sons, Scott and Sam.  

 

Sadly, for many years Jerry and Sam had been 

planning a never to be taken hunting trip to 

Montana. Jerry’s life was a life well-lived and he is 

greatly missed.  

   

   

 



 

   

HOW SWEET THE SOUND! 
   

For many months, Ed Meyers has been using his 

beautiful singing voice to enhance our worship 

services.  Sadly, September 5, will be Ed’s last day 

at Carversville Church.  After leaving us, he will be 

sharing his musical talents at All Saints Episcopal 

Church in Wynnewood, PA.  

   

Martin Luther’s most famous quote on music is this, 

“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the 

highest praise.”  We do thank Ed for blessing us 

each week by sharing his wonderful musical talents, 

especially those upbeat, memorable toe tappers.  He 

will indeed be missed!  

   

Following the service on September 5, we will be 

having a special coffee hour in Ed’s honor. 

 Weather permitting it will be outside the front 

doors of the church, but if necessary it will be in the 

social hall.  Please attend and wish Ed well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TIN CAN TABS 

 
For many years members and friends of CUCC 

have collected soda and soup can tabs. The tabs 

were then taken to a service station in Doylestown 

that then took them to the Ronald McDonald House 

in Philadelphia to be recycled. The Doylestown 

location is no longer acting as a collection point. 

 

I have been in contact with Ronald McDonald 

House to find another local collection point. There 

does not seem to be one and they have suggested 

mailing the tabs.  

 

We recently mailed the tabs to the Ronald 

McDonald House. I had discovered online that the 

company that recycles them pays 75 cents per 

pound to the organization.  

 

Well, the bottom line is that it costs more in 

shipping than Ronald McDonald House receives. 

Therefore we have decided to discontinue collecting 

the tabs.  

 

Your contributions over the years have been greatly 

appreciated. Thank you.  

 

Jan Heebner 

 

 

  



MODERATOR’S MINUTE  

CHARLES AUGUSTUS FORTESCUE 

The nicest child I ever knew 

Was Charles Augustus Fortescue. 

He never lost his cap, or tore 

His stockings or his pinafore: 

   In eating Bread he made no Crumbs, 

   He was extremely fond of sums.”         

                                        - Hilaire Belloc 

 

 

Where are the aprons of my childhood?   

As early as I can remember, I wore a dress with a 

“Pinny” over it. They had little “cap” sleeves, were 

about an inch shorter than my dress and were open 

at the back with one button holding it together at the 

neckline.  (I also always had on a cotton bonnet in 

the summer and a wool toque in the winter.) 

 I certainly had more pinafores than dresses.  I 

didn’t own a pair of jeans until I was 16 – but that 

may have been because in our household, we made 

our own clothes. 

I remember the smart cocktail half-aprons my 

mother wore over her satin dresses at evening 

parties.  They were made up in contrasting satin and 

had broad waistbands tied in pert bows at her back – 

definitely not for cooking in! 

Grandmother wore huge pinafores in cotton prints 

that covered every inch of her dress – front and 

back. 

Last week, cleaning out the last of the clothes bins 

from my mother’s attic, I found one of my own 

from the ‘fifties.  It was a frothy voile confection, 

hand embroidered by my father’s mother, that I 

distinctly remember being voluminous when I wore 

it.  It looks so tiny and fragile now! 

                                                      Catherine Halper 

 

 
 

NEW CHURCH FLORIST 
by Jeanne Brown 

 

Market Way Flowers & Gifts in Buckingham Green 

supplied our altar flower arrangements from 

November 2020 through June 2021. 

 

Beginning on Sunday, August 1
st
, the arrangements 

are being supplied by Carousel Flowers.  Carousel 

is located on West State Street in Doylestown.  

Maryanne is happy to be doing our altar flowers.  

She was glad that I called her, after that first 

Sunday, to advise that we were pleased with the 

arrangement. 

 

The cost will remain at $25.00 for the present time. 

 

The flower chart is posted on the bulletin board by 

the rest rooms in the upstairs hallway.  There are 

several open Sundays for the remainder of the year.  

 

Please sign up to reserve your date, or call me at 

215.348.3614. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

REACHING OUT TO NATIVE 
AMERICAN CHILDREN 

In keeping with our church’s mission to reach out to 

those in need,  members of the congregation were 

kept busy recently completing 12 no-sew blankets 

to be used by native American children who board 

at Tohaali Community School on a Navajo 

Reservation in Newcomb, NM.  Now we are 

focused on providing Christmas stockings for 

approximately 100 Native American students in 

Kindergarten through Grade 8 at the school. 

Our church family response to our solicitation for 

items to fill the stockings has been heartwarming. 

 We welcome members of the community to join us 

in contributing items that are still needed to ensure 

every child will receive a “full” stocking. 

 Following is a list of items to be included in the 

stockings.  Items can be dropped off using the back 

door of the church on Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Sunday between 9 and 11 AM. 

Toothbrushes (adult and child size single 

packaged) 

Bar soap* 

Washcloths* 

Large combs (for long hair)* 

Ticonderoga pencils unsharpened 

Bic Stic pens 

Granola bars 

Matchbox cars and trucks 

Hair ties (pony tail) 

Tootsie pops 

*Soap will be wrapped in a washcloth, tied with 

ribbon, and shipped separately from the 

stockings.  Combs will also be packaged 

separately.  

Financial donations will be appreciated via the 

church’s website using the gifting designation 

“Native American School” or via check payable 

to Carversville UCC with notation for “Native 

American School”.   

Questions?  Please contact Barbara Burger or 

Sue Wulf. 

 

 

 

  

 
 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
   

Thanks to your caring hearts and generosity, we 

reached our goal of delivering 1,000 pounds of food 

to the Doylestown Food Pantry.  Cheese is high on 

their wish list so I used more of the donated money 

to purchase lots of bricks of cheese for them.  

   

Please continue to care for those struggling with 

food insecurity, especially children, by bringing 

spaghetti sauce, cereal, rice, coffee, healthy school 

snacks (individual fruit cups, granola bars), canned 

items: potatoes, kidney beans, black beans and 

carrots.    

Thanks for caring and sharing with those who are 

hungry.  

 

  



 
 

Friends, 

 

For some logistical & transportation-related reasons 

(none of which have anything to do with the 

wonderful hospitality which has been offered by 

Carversville UCC), the New Hope-Solebury & 

Lambertville Community Choir will be moving to a 

new rehearsal & performance  space when we 

resume rehearsals in September. 

 

We are and always will be grateful to Carversville 

UCC for the home you provided for us through the 

past several seasons, and deeply appreciate the 

sense of welcome, community & cooperation that 

the entire church community has always provided. 

In our own small way, we have very much enjoyed 

being a part of your community. Thank you. 

 

As a small token of appreciation for all that you 

have done for us, we’d like to invite any/all 

Carversville UCC members who are so inclined, to 

come to our December 12th concert @ Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Solebury for FREE, as our 

guests. If you would like to attend, just contact me - 

rbrtawk@comcast.net - let me know how many are 

in your party, and you & your party will be placed 

on the guest list. 

 

We very much hope that you will continue to keep 

the NHSLCC in your heart, and that you’ll come 

hear us! 

 

Thank you for everything! 

 

Rick Rosen and the members of the New Hope-

Solebury & Lambertville Community Choir  

 

 

 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

 

Rev. Robert E. Fogal, PhD. 

Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. ~ 3:00 p.m. 

and by appointment. 

Email:  pastorfogal@gmail.com 

Cell phone:  610-945-4955 

 

Lynn Bullock, Organist 

Email:  lynnbullock8@gmail.com 

Cell phone:  215-260-1569 

 

Chris Ochadlick, Office Admin. 

Office phone:  215-297-5166 

Email:  carversvilleucc@gmail.com 

 

Catherine Halper, Church School Supt. 

Cell phone:  215-285-0551 

 

Email:  carversvilleucc@gmail.com 

Website: CarversvilleUCC.org 

Facebook.com/carversvilleucc 

 

3736 Aquetong Road, PO Box 26 

Carversville, PA  18913 

Office phone:  215-297-5166 
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CUCC FAITH FORMATION  

BE A BLESSING 

“Blessed are those with cracks in their broken heart 

because that is how the light gets in.” 

                               ― Shannon L. Alder  

 

The last 18 months has felt like a marathon run 

through mud.  Each step forward onto what appears 

to be solid ground surprises us with a sucking, 

slipping foundation. 

We are tested daily with warring interpretations of 

an evolving virus; of raging fires and soaring 

temperatures where loved ones dwell; of deaths due 

to pestilence, negligence, violent storms and war. 

How do we hold to our faith in the face of such 

pain? 

Some of us are old enough to have passed this way 

before.  When (not if) circumstances seem 

overwhelming it is important to recognize that we 

are never alone in our grief.  Lean on God’s strength 

when drowning in the violence of grief: 

“Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation 

comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my 

salvation; he is my fortress; I will never be shaken.” 

                                                            Psalm 62: 1-2 

If we let it, Grief is the vulnerable state in which we 

can find God – he meets us there, cradles us with 

his love and strengthens our faith and trust. 

“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 

wounds.”  

                                                              Psalm 147:3 

It may feel like we are alone in our trials.  This is 

the human condition. Each of us has in our path a 

time when we must cross through a challenge that 

feels like the Exodus from Egypt and the long trek 

across an alien land with a boring menu. 

Remember we are not alone.   

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with 

you. When you cross rivers, you will not drown. 

When you walk through fire, you will not be burned, 

nor will the flames hurt you. This is because I, the 

Lord, am your God, the Holy One of Israel, your 

Savior.  I gave Egypt to pay for you, and I gave 

Cush and Seba to make you mine.” 

                                                        – Isaiah 43:1-3 

There may be times when we doubt our faith and 

question that God is the eternal source of hope.  Our 

feelings may be overwhelming, but do not change 

the reality of our God.  It is at these times that we 

need to recognize that our broken hearts are an 

opportunity to be filled with the love of God and a 

new understanding of our faith.  

“When I called, you answered me; you greatly 

emboldened me,”  

                                                              Psalm 138:3 

Grief is an important process with its own schedule.  

Sometimes it is important to be still with it.  

Sometimes we should reach out to others to share it.  

When the time is right, reach out to a friend and let 

them lift you up in prayer.   

There is also a time to seek the support of 

professionals. Grief counseling and grief support 

groups can be a powerful tool.  They won’t solve 

every problem but can help us work our way 

through the stages of grieving. 

Remember the words of the apostle Paul, who wrote 

to the Philippians during his two years of house 

arrest in Rome. 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

                                                  Philippians 4: 6 – 7  

Catherine Halper 

FAITH FORMATION STORIES & READINGS 

DATE ORDINAL TIME 

09/05/21 Psalm 125: Trust in the Lord 

09/11/21 Prov. 20: Calamity’s Whirlwind 

09/18/21 Psalm 1: Like Trees by Streams 

09/25/21 James 5: Salt’s Saltiness 

10/01/21 Mark 10:2 - 16: As a little child 

 

 

 


